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Mumbai: The BJP’s decision
to project
Gopinath Munde
as a chief minis-
terial candidate
has upset the
Shiv Sena.

BJP leader L
K Advani de-

clared at a farmers’ rally at
Sakoli in Bhandara district on
Saturday that Munde will be
the chief minister if the par-
ty— an ally of the Sena in the
state—is voted to power in next
year’s Assembly election. Ad-
vani made the declaration in
the presence of several state
BJP leaders.

A Sena leader, who declined
to be identified, said, “How
could Advani make this an-
nouncement unilaterally? It
was agreed by both the parties
that no one leader will be pro-
jected as the future chief min-
ister. Advani has clearly vio-
lated this understanding.’’ The
understanding was that if the
saffron combine secured a ma-
jority in the polls, then the
chief minister will be from
that party, which will secure
the most number of seats.

The Sena is particularly up-
set since it is planning to elect
its executive president Uddhav
Thackeray as the chief minis-
ter if the alliance is voted to
power. So far, no member of the
Thackeray clan has held any
public office, but an exception
is likely to be made after the

Assembly election. The Sena’s
gameplan was to field many
more candidates than the BJP
and ensure the victory of a
maximum number of them so
that the chance of Uddhav be-
coming the CM was higher, a
source said.

The Sena is a far more unit-
ed party than the BJP, which
continues to be effectively di-
vided between the camps led

by Nitin Gadkari and Munde.
In fact, within the BJP itself,
there is no consensus about
projecting Munde as the future
chief minister.

The RSS is also upset with
Munde who breached party
discipline recently and an-
nounced his decision to quit
all party posts. “Not only did
he embarrass the party by his
public declaration, but he also
initially refused to go to New
Delhi for the patch up. These
things have not gone well with
the RSS,’’ a senior BJP func-
tionary told TOI on Monday.

balakrishnan.s@timesgroup.com
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Mumbai: The BMC has found
a new solution to ensure that
people do not fall into uncov-
ered manholes—it will lock the
manhole covers. The civic
body also plans to replace the
present iron manhole covers
with ductile iron.

This announcement was
made by BEST GM Uttam Kho-
bragade on behalf of the civic
administration. Khobragade
was attending the BMC House
proceedings on Monday.

The announcement was in
reply to a motion moved by
Congress corporator Vinod
Shekhar who had pointed out
that stealing of manhole cov-
ers was so rampant that it had
become a threat to life and
limb. “During the monsoon
when the streets are flooded, it
is like walking straight into a
death trap. Even at other times,
they are a threat to life. It is
high time the BMC addressed
the problem,’’ said Shekhar.
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Mumbai: Jumbo King, which is in talks
with Shiv Sena for marketing of vada-pav,
was founded in 2001 by Dheeraj and his
wife Reeta, both management graduates.
It has opened 52 outlets in Mumbai and
Gujarat. Of them, 43 are lo-
cated in Mumbai alone.
Fifty more outlets are in
the pipeline.

According to Reeta, the
chain now has an annual
turnover of a whopping Rs
40 crore. When Uddhav
heard about the runaway
success of Jumbo King he
decided to take its help in
creating business opportu-
nities and jobs for Maha-
rashtrian youths. The details of the pro-
posed tie-up are currently being worked out.

Hundreds of Shiv Sainiks operate vada
pav units on mobile handcarts whose hy-
giene standards and quality control have
much scope for upgrade. This is where
Jumbo King comes in. At present Jumbo

King runs a totally computerised and au-
tomated central kitchen in Malad where
the potato patty is made in hygiene con-
ditions, meeting American standards.

The patties are then transported in
cold storage vans to different franchise
outlets where they are fried as per the

stringent standards laid
down by the management.
The pav is also centrally
procured so as to ensure
uniformity of taste and
consistency.

Lately, varieties like
‘chhole pav’ and ‘samosa
pav’ have been introduced
and priced at a mere Rs 5
for the basic model. The
success of the Jumbo King
business model has become

a talking point in management circles,
and the ultimate recognition came on Sat-
urday when Dheeraj Gupta was invited to
share the dais at a televised management
seminar with none other than Narayana
Murthy, chief mentor of Infosys.
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New Delhi/Mumbai: The his-
tory of the for-
est land case
dates back to
1957, when the
state forest de-
partment noti-
fied about 300
plots of land as

forest land. The state government
enacted the Maharashtra Private
Forest (Acquisition) Act which
came into force from August 30,
1975. Under this law, the state was
to acquire all private forest land.

More than 25 years later, an
NGO, the Bombay Environment
Action Group, moved the HC ac-
cusing the state of sitting on the
law and taking no action to ac-
quire the 305 plots that the state
forest department had notified.

In 2006, the BMC had issued a
stop-work notice to the projects on
these plots but the developers had
gone ahead with the construction.

The builders contended in the
SC that there were errors in the
HC order. They said while the for-
est department had declared cer-
tain lands as private forest land,
no notices were served on them be-
fore issuing the notification. Sec-
ondly, they said, permissions for
non-forest activities and construc-
tion of residential buildings were
granted decades ago when the
lands were cleared for residential
use as per the development plan
approved in 1967 and 1981. They
said at no point did the lands un-

der dispute enjoy the character of
forest land, therefore, it was never
private forest land as was claimed
by the forest department.

Senior advocate Fali S Nari-
man argued that the state gov-
ernment had done nothing for 33
years after the law was passed
and suddenly, it now seemed that
the owners of the land would lose
everything. He said the plots were
allowed to be developed under
town planning laws.

Solicitor general G E Vahanva-
ti, appearing for the state, said the
Maharashtra government would
not take any coercive measures
until August-end and said the mat-
ter required adjudication before
the Forest Bench of the apex court.

Senior advocates K K Venu-
gopal and A M Singhvi argued
that the builders who had inve-
sted hundreds of crores of rup-
ees in these projects be allowed
to carry on with the construction
activity at their own risk.

The bench remained firm and
said, “We will allow the status quo.
We will not allow any further con-
struction to go on. Going by the
definition, it’s a case pertaining
to classification of forest land. If
an illegality had been done 30
years ago by diverting the forest
land, the court cannot condone it
because of the passage of time.’’

The court, while issuing no-
tice to the Maharashtra govern-
ment, fixed the matter for further
hearing on August 22.

Mumbai: When the rela-
tives of those who died in
the Mumbai-Pune Express-
way accident on Sunday
reached the civic hospital
in Panvel, they were forced
to wait for several hours be-
fore they could claim the
bodies. Unsuspecting and
already traumatised, they
merely said the delay was
because there was only one
doctor to conduct all the 16
post-mortems.

The families were am-
ong the many hit by the on-
going medical officers’ stri-
ke across hospitals and

healthcare centres in the
state. TOI had in its May 4
edition reported about 7,000
doctors from the Maha-
rashtra Association of Med-
ical Officers (MAGMO) go-
ing on an indefinite strike
to demand that the tempo-
rary doctors be given per-
manent status.

On Monday, a MAGMO
team met chief secretary
Johny Joseph and state
health officials to negotiate
their demands. “We have
conveyed the steps we are
taking to make them per-
manent,’’ said director gen-

eral of health services Dr
Prakash Doke. He said they
were managing health serv-
ices with ayurvedic doctors
and others roped in from
the medical education de-
partment. But the doctors
on strike said the public
health services had nearly
collapsed across the state.
“We’ve heard their promis-
es for the past two years, but
want action,’’ president of
MAGMO Mahabal Chinc-
hole told TOI. He said there
were nearly 3,500 doctors on
temporary posts for nearly
17 years. TNN
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Mumbai: The Urdu press has ac-
cused the state government of pro-
tecting MNS leader Raj Thackeray,
who launched a fresh verbal attack
against the north Indians at his Shiv-
aji Park rally on May 3. Urdu dailies
have categorically pointed out that
the Congress-NCP government is not
keen to crack down on Raj Thacker-
ay as it wants to weaken the Shiv
Sena’s hold over the Marathi manoos.

“There is no doubt that the Con-
gress is backing Raj Thackeray. This
is dirty, dangerous politics,’’ said
Urdu Times (May 5) in its editorial
titled ‘Congress ka Raj’. Drawing a
parallel between the circumstances
which created the Shiv Sena in the

1960s and the MNS two years ago,
Urdu Times has blamed the Con-
gress for encouraging both Shiv
Sena chief Bal Thackeray and his
nephew and MNS chief Raj Thack-
eray at their crucial moments. While
Shiv Sena meticulously finished the
Communists’ influence among the

mill workers of Mumbai, the MNS
is being seen as the biggest threat
to the Shiv Sena. “Whatever Raj
Thackeray is doing, he is doing
with the support of the Congress,’’
commented Urdu Times.

Urdu dailies are also critical of
the government’s failure to uphold

the rule of law. They have pooh-
poohed the government’s statement
that it’s studying Thackeray’s
speech, which not only attacked in-
dividuals but even the north Indi-
ans as a community. In a provoca-
tively titled piece ‘Yeh fitna kahan
se uthta hai (Where does this chasm
arise)’ in Rashtriya Sahara (May 5),
columnist Saeed Hameed wondered
why the police were slow in arrest-
ing Raj Thackeray after his anti-
north Indian tirade in February.
Hameed hits the hammer home:
“Raj Thackeray enjoys the blessings
of those forces which want to see
Maharashtra burn in the fire of re-
gionalism. They know very well that
this fire can harm the Shiv Sena.’’

Hameed added some politicians

are using Maharashtra as a “labo-
ratory’’ for the Maharashtrian vs
non-Maharashtrian clash.

Even secular activists have little
hopes that the Vilasrao Deshmukh
government will ever act firmly
against Raj Thackeray who allegedly
breached a court order stopping him
from using vituperative language
against fellow Indians.

“We don’t think Deshmukh will
appear tough while dealing with Raj
Thackeray. His government is study-
ing Raj Thackeray’s speech. Study-
ing for what? It’s not in an alien lan-
guage. The speech was brutally clear.
It was crude. You need a political will
to stop an agent provocateur. The
government lacks this will,’’ said
human rights activist Jatin Desai.
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Mumbai: Stamp scam king-
pin Abdul Karim Telgi was
brought to a Mumbai sessions
court on Monday from Pune’s
Yerawada jail when he told
judge C K Bhedi that he had
been in solitary confinement
for the last three months.

Telgi told the court that
the only time he was allowed
out of his solitary cell in
prison was when his hear-
ings were conducted via vid-
eo conferencing. However,
for the past three months, the
facility for conferencing in
jail has not been in place be-
cause the jail authorities
have had differences with the
service provider, the BSNL.

“Whenever I threaten to
go on a hunger strike they
tell me that the facility is go-
ing to be restored soon but
nothing seems to be hap-
pening,’’ Telgi said. He also
told the court that a stamp
scam related case against
him was in its last stages in
a Bangalore court but has
been stuck for the last few
months because the video
conferencing facility in Yer-
awada jail was not available.

“The jail people want the
BSNL to give them free in-
coming call facility and they
want only incoming,’’ said
Telgi while trying to explain
his plight.

Mateen Hafeez I TNN

Mumbai: As many as 31 girls were
rescued in raids conducted by the
Thane rural police team which was
accompanied by Freedom Firm, an
NGO that rescues minors from pros-
titution. Although Freedom Firm
says that all of them are minors, the
Navi Mumbai police claim that only
one is a minor.

Sources said the NGO was direct-
ed by deputy CM R R Patil to addi-
tional DGP (law & order) Sanjeev Day-
al. It approached Dayal on Saturday
and voiced its concern about the com-
plicity of the Navi Mumbai police.
Dayal then instructed Naval Bajaj, su-
perintendent of police (Thane rural),
to conduct a raid in Navi Mumbai
based on the tip-off given by Freedom
Firm. Office-bearers of the NGO have
been receiving threats both from the
police and the brothel owners.

A source said that the Freedom
Firm officials had led the police to
Pushpak Lodge from where four girls,
aged 14 and 15, were rescued. “These
girls were brought by the pimps and
we acted as customers. At Diana Bar,
we found 31 girls, 14 of whom were
minors. Similarly, at Kapil Bar in
Vashi, there were 38 girls and 13 of
them were minors. The local police
was called in after Karandikar arrived
there with her staff,’’ he said.

DCP Shinde had a different story.
According to him, 29 girls were res-
cued and only one of them was a mi-
nor. “We sent them for a medical ex-
amination and the medical report
stated that all of them, except one
girl, were adults. There is no dance
bar in our jurisdiction but the women
were indulging in other activities,’’
said Shinde.

He claimed that the raid was car-
ried out based on their information.
“My officers were present at the spot
when the raid took place. We raided
Kapil Bar 15 days ago when we re-
ceived information about prostitu-
tion,’’ he claimed.
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Mumbai: The kidnapper of a
contractor’s eight-year-old son
was nabbed along with the
child from Valsad in Gujarat
by the city police.

The accused who has been
identified as Baba Ahmed
Khan (32), a fruit vendor from
Nala Sopara, has been re-
manded in police custody on
the charges of kidnapping.
The victim Rohit Thakur who
is the son of Satyandar
Thakur from Dahisar went
missing on May 1. Within a few
hours, Satyandar received
calls from Khan at his resi-
dence. “Khan threatened him
that he would send the boy’s
head in a gunny bag soon,’’
said deputy commissioner of
police (crime 1) Datta Shinde.

During the investigation,
Khan had reportedly admitted
to having a relationship with
the sister of Satyandar’s wife.
His wife’s sister, Seeta (name
changed), is a divorcee. Khan

and Seeta used to live at a rent-
ed flat in Nala Sopara. But on
April 27, she came to her sis-
ter’s house and started staying
with them. Khan called her and
insisted that she come back,
but she refused to listen to him.
“This made Khan think that
the Thakurs had turned Seeta
against him. So he arrived at
Thakur’s house and kidnapped
his son Rohit,’’ said Ashok Ka-
mat, senior inspector of unit
12 of the crime branch.

Initially, Khan fled to Mirza-
pur in Uttar Pradesh, but fear-
ing police action, he did not go
to his house there. Instead, he
remained on the outskirts of
the town. Later when a crime
branch team reached the area,
he fled to Jodhpur with the
team on his trail. He then came
to the Valsad railway station
where he was nabbed.

toireporter@timesgroup.com
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Mumbai: The directorate of
revenue intelligence (DRI),
on Saturday arrested Khalil
Abrahani, a businessman
and Siraj Yusuf Darbar, his
alleged associate, in a case of
undervaluation of imported
electronic goods. The holiday
magistrate of the Esplanade
Court R V Wankhede reman-
ded both in custody till May
16. Abrahani is the brother of
Congress MLA from Trom-
bay, Yusuf Abrahani.

On Saturday evening,
about 100 people gathered near
the DRI’s office at Marine
Lines as news of the duo’s ar-
rest spread. A crowd which
comprised mostly shopkeep-
ers from Manish Market near
CST, were present outside the
magistrate’s court on Sunday.

Darbar imported goods
worth Rs 1.8 crore, contain-

ing emergency lights, elec-
tronic items, crockery and
cutlery from China at the
Nhava Sheva port last week.
The declared value was Rs 10
lakh. The duty evaded was to
the tune of Rs 70 lakh. Abra-
hani’s bail application will be
heard on Tuesday.

The DRI is investigating
nearly 20 Import-Export
Codes (IEC), which are issued
to importers by the Direc-
torate of Foreign Trade

(DGFT) that Darbar used in
the past couple of years to im-
port items from China. They
suspect Darbar is the front
for Abrahani, who they allege
has sent money through Ha-
wala to pay for the difference
of value on these goods.

Khalil’s passport is al-
ready with the DRI in an ear-
lier case of forex transfers.
Darbar kept shifting IECs,
that is, the identity of the im-
porter, to avoid attracting at-
tention, they allege.

Darbar was once a seller
of cheap fabric on the pave-
ments at Mohammad Ali
Road. Today, he owns four
shops in Manish Market. He
is almost illiterate except for
being able to sign his name.
The DRI also raided the hous-
es of both the accused at
Memonwada in south Mum-
bai on Saturday.

pranati.mehra@timesgroup.com
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LOCAL HONOUR FOR NATIONAL FIGURE: Carter Road in Bandra was renamed Sangeet Samrat
Naushad Ali Marg on Monday as a tribute to the music director who lived here
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Mumbai: The dancing girl of Mo-
henjo Daro, the sculptures, tools, toys,
and most of all the pottery, whose
uniformity defined the borders of the
Harappan civilisation, can now be
seen in a refurbished gallery to be
unveiled at the Chhatrapati Shivaji
museum, formerly the Prince of
Wales museum, on Wednesday.

Incidentally, the man who dis-
covered the ruins of Mohenjo Daro,
Rakhal Das Bandyopadhyay, or R D
Banerjee as he is also known, was
the first curator of the Prince of
Wales Museum. His epoch-making
discovery will be honoured on
Wednesday through the gallery based
on the Harappan civilisation.

Most of the artefacts dating back
3,000 years have been in the muse-
um’s custody, but the display has come
together now, housed in new glass

cases with proper captions in English
and Marathi. The aim is to encour-
age schoolchildren to discover India’s
heritage outside uninspiring history
books. However, given that the found-
ing fathers of Harappa were masters
of the art of town planning, the
gallery can offer lessons to civic au-
thorities too. “Anybody who wishes
to prepare a plan for Mumbai would
do well to visit the Harappan site of
Dholavira in Kutch,’’ says museum
director Sabyasachi Mukherjee, who
did just that.

Archaeologists have recently be-
gun to refer to the 3,000-year-old In-
dus Valley civilisation as the Harap-
pan civilisation, because its influ-
ence is now known to span
Afghanistan to Daimabad near
Nashik. “The ruins of Dholavira
were discovered only recently and
in future, we may discover other sites
further south,’’ says research assis-

tant Gauri Pitale. “So rather than ad-
dress it as the Indus Valley civilisa-
tion, we now call it the Harappan
civilisation after the first site was
discovered in 1921.’’

Huge lithographs show that the
Harappans were skilled architects who
built houses that had similar layouts,
narrow alleys that opened on to wide
roads, and a drainage system that mod-
ern planners may envy. “The sewage
from each house emptied into the ar-
terial drain that disposed of it outside
the fortified city. It is believed that not
a drop of sewage water ever spilled on
to the streets of Mohenjo Daro or
Harappa,’’ says Pitale. “Moreover, un-

like today, all the drains were covered.’’
It was the pottery of the Harap-

pans, identically shaped from
Afghanistan to Gujarat and Nashik,
that defined the natives. A small bowl
bears grains of charred wheat which
were retrieved from the bottom of
the cooking pots that were excavat-
ed. “This not only shows the food
habits of the Harappans but also
proves that wheat was imported
when it could not be grown,’’ says as-
sistant curator Renu Jathar.

Local and international trade via
the sea route was a hallmark.
“Traders manufactured an array of

seals to be stamped upon their over-
seas consignments,’’ Pitale says,
pointing to small blocks in a neigh-
bouring exhibit. She turns towards
a map mounted on a nearby wall
and says, “Besides, remnants of
Harappan artefacts have been
found in far-off places like the Gulf
of Oman to show that even if they

did not travel, their goods did.’’
Jewellery, for instance. Next to the

pottery display is a polished range of
ornaments, the kind that were trad-
ed with Mesopotamia and Egypt. Hun-
dreds of discs of a soft stone named
steatite, no more than one millimetre
thick, are strung into a necklace. “Us-
ing crude implements, not fine nee-
dles or drills, the Harappans made
holes for the thread to pass through,’’
says Jathar. “And yet, the brittle car-
melian and soapstone did not break.’’

It was an agrarian community
that shaped a historic urban habitat.
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Museum to unveil
Harappan gallery

Anybody who wishes to
prepare a plan for Mumbai
would do well to visit 
the Harappan site of
Dholavira in Kutch
Sabyasachi Mukherjee 
| MUSEUM DIRECTOR
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3,000-year-old artefacts to give a glimpse
of the Indus Valley civilisation

Siraj Yusuf Darbar
imported goods worth
Rs 1.8 crore from
China at the Nhava
Sheva port last week.
The declared value
was Rs 10 lakh and
the duty evaded was
around Rs 70 lakh 

Fire breaks out 

in Kurla
A major fire broke out at LBS
Marg in Kurla on Monday night.
Fire brigade officials said a gas
tanker belonging to Hindustan
Petroleum caught fire around
10.15 pm and the flames spread
to a row of slums situated
nearby. Twelve fire engines
were rushed to the site and at
the time of going to press, fire
officials were trying to douse
the flames. “The fire spread to
some of the shanties that are
located in the neighbourhood,
but no one was injured,’’ 
said senior police inspector 
of Kurla police station 
Vijay Baghave. TNN

Drawing a parallel between the
circumstances that created the
Shiv Sena in the 1960s and the
MNS two years ago, Urdu Times
has blamed the Congress for

encouraging both Sena chief
Bal Thackeray and 
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